
Schedule of Meeting Times: 
 WKAC 1080 AM Sunday 7:30 AM 
  Speaker, Robert Emerson 
 Study Sunday 10:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Morn 11:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Eve 5:00 PM 
  Singing every 2nd Sunday evening 
 Study Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Preacher / bulletin editor:  
 Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065 
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org 
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org  
 
Servants during June: 

Songleader: David (6), Peter (13), 
Stanley (20), Larry (27) 

Reading: Mike B 
Announcements: Robert 
Table: Larry, Mike M, Marty, Stanley 

Wednesday Lesson: Larry (2), Stanley 
(9), Kris (16), Larry (23), Stanley (30) 

Lawn Mowing (week starting): 
Marty(6), Stanley (13), Robert (20), 
Larry (27) 

 
Hays Mill church of Christ 
21705 Hays Mill Road 
Elkmont, AL 35620 

“…So they cried out, ‘Away 
with Him, away with Him, 
crucify Him!’ Pilate said to 
them, ‘Shall I crucify your 
King?’ The chief priests 
answered, ‘We have no 
king but Caesar.’” 
 

—John 19:15 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Examine everything carefully…” —1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB 
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By Kris Vilander 
  

Centuries ago, in an effort to 
secure the death penalty against Him, 
the Jews accused Jesus of claiming to 
be a king, Lk 23:2, since that would 
have been an active threat to the 
Roman authorities. He was brought to 
the governor, Pilate, who asked Him if 
He was indeed King, and He 
responded that He was—though in a 
spiritual sense, Jn 18:33,36,37. Now, 
Pilate knew that the charges against 
Jesus were only made out of envy, 
and that He was innocent of any 
wrongdoing, Mk 15:9-15; but when 
the Jews said that Pilate would be “no 
friend of Caesar,” and that they 
themselves had “no king but Caesar,” 
Jn 19:12,15, well… he condemned 
Jesus to crucifixion anyway. There is 
much to learn here; but one 
important point is that in rejecting 
Jesus and claiming “no king but 
Caesar,” the Jews had rejected God,  
Jn 5:23. 

Long before that, the leaders of 
Israel had told their last judge, 
Samuel, that they wanted to have a 
king rule over them like all the other 
nations; and similarly, in rejecting 
Samuel, they had rejected God,  
1 Sam 8:5,7. 

If you had asked either group—
the Jews in Jerusalem in Jesus’ day, or 
the leaders of Samuel’s ancient 
Israel—neither would have said that 
they intended to reject God; that 
would simply never have occurred to 
them! And yet they did.  

What should concern us is that 
we do the same sort of thing when we 
choose government, rather than God; 
when we expect it to serve as a 
caretaker, rather than serving in the 
ways it was intended! Read  
1 Pet 2:13-17 and Rom 13:1-7 
carefully: what is government’s 
purpose? It is to punish evildoers, and 
encourage those who do good—but it 



is certainly not to become our 
“daddy”. When we want government 
to provide for us—to create jobs or to 
provide welfare benefits when we 
don’t have jobs because we are too 
lazy to do the hard work ourselves 
(i.e., we are “not willing to work”)—
we reject God, 2 Thess 3:10! 
Government was not intended to be 
our safety net; and it is a shame when 
the situation of a brother in genuine 
need is brought to the church to 
consider, and the question is asked, 
“Have they checked for any applicable 
government programs, first?” An air 
conditioner or roof repair at the 
church’s building is a legitimate use of 
funds, but the common treasury was 
expressly given for the needs of 
brethren, 2 Cor 8:13-15. 

When we want government to 
reduce or eliminate all the risks in 
life—risks due to failure in business, 
finances, weather damage (i.e., 
disaster recovery)—we reject God! 
There are, and should be, 
consequences to foolish choices or 
bad management; and sometimes 
things just don’t go the way we want 
or expect: the race is not always to the 
swift, Eccl 9:11. Yet, it is the man that 
picks himself up again without 
complaint, working hard and relying 
on God for the results that should be 
rewarded, rather than government 
protecting ignorant behavior (such as 
bailing out banks that made unwise 
house loans). The truth is that in real 
life, sometimes you don’t win, and 
not everyone should get a prize... with 
good reason. Government should 
make just and swift efforts to punish 

the wicked, Eccl 8:11, instead of 
rewarding the undeserving; it is a 
disincentive to the wise when the 
unwise are rewarded just the same, 
Eccl 2:14,15.  

When we want government to 
eliminate all pain in life (e.g., a need 
for “safe-zones,” “free-speech 
zones,” and protection from “micro-
aggressions”) because we have 
become “snowflakes” (fragile; easily 
damaged, so government has to 
protect us from getting our feelings 
hurt), we reject God! There is a 
difference between a statue that is 
obscene, and one that makes me feel 
bad. Government is intended to 
punish sin, but not simply to protect 
my feelings. If I have love for others, I 
can deal with my own hurt feelings 
“because love covers a multitude of 
sins,” 1 Pet 4:8. 

When we allow government to be 
our “daddy,” we allow it to be our 
savior; our king. And in doing that, we 
reject God, becoming government’s 
slave rather than God’s. We come to 
love it and rely on it; to long for its 
protection like a drug: the first dollars 
may seem free (they are not; they 
come from someone’s wallet via 
taxes, Rom 13:6,7), but future dollars 
will always have strings attached—
requirements that must be met to 
receive them. Sadly, we also reject 
many real blessings for ourselves: we 
refuse to be humbled, and trained to 
rely on God for his providence and 
protection, Deut 8:1-4; and we will 
never experience the joy to be found 
in various trials if we seek to be 
shielded from every harm, Jas 1:2-4. 

Moreover, we prevent others from 
being blessed when they help us in 
our difficulties, 2 Cor 9:6,7. 

Brethren… we dare not reject 
God! 

 

By Bill Crews 
  

Atheists, skeptics and modernists 
have eradicated it by their 
“wonderful” powers of “reason.” 

“Christian Scientists” have 
attributed it to improper thinking, the 
figment of bad imagination, or 
“malicious animal magnetism.” 

Universalists have removed the 
need of fearing it since they teach 
that all will be saved anyway. 

Unitarians and others have 
decided that the only real heaven or 
hell are encountered by men in this 
life by pleasant or unpleasant 
experiences. 

“Jehovah’s Witnesses” have 
reduced it to annihilation, eternal 
non-existence rather than eternal 
punishment. 

Many Protestant denominations 
have taken away any concern about 
being lost from millions by their 

doctrine of “once saved, always 
saved”. 

Catholicism has assured millions 
that they will not go there because of 
her sacraments and rituals, and has 
caused many to be more concerned 
about an imaginary “purgatory”. 

Many have sought to remove the 
eternal duration and the awful 
torment of hell by their own concept 
of God’s love. 

However, what the Bible says 
about hell remains true. 

You may read about it in: 
 

 Matthew 18:8-9; 25:41,46 
 2 Thessalonians 1:8,9 
 Revelation 14:10,11 
 Revelation 20:10,15 
 Revelation 21:8 

 

 Remember in Prayer  
 

Buddy’s neighbor, and a brother 
in Christ, Tommy Nelson, suffers from 
advanced prostate cancer; and Joyce 
continues to deal with cancer, as well. 

Let’s continue to pray for 
Madelene Britnell, Carolyn Dennis, 
and Tim and Dot Hice. 


